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Amcricau Slavery contrasted with Bible Servitudfi 



Rev. xthi. 11. — 1.3. — No man biiyotli their raercluuulisc any more ; the iner* 
chandise ot gold and siiver, tScc, and slaves, and souls of men. 

The word translaroil slaves" is the greek somafon, tha literal 
translation of wliicli is of bodies. It is construed by the Latin word 
corpus and sig!iilies bodies. Well, slaves have bodies, and therefore! 
there can be no important error in the translation, it .seems that niys^ 
tieal jiabvlou here s]»oken of had two thing's in view. One was vast-' 
ly to enrich herself, and the otlier was to indulge herself in delieioiH 
living. This .spirit she Hl'vewis(3 imparted to those with whom sho 
}i(dd her intercourses. Indeod it needs no great effort with men in 
this state of existence, to inspire tlunn witii ideas of growing rich, 
and living deliciouslv. The articles enumerated bv tlic (liviue teacher, 
tliougli sonu'of them may i^e useful, yet, most were such as could on- 
ly contribute to the self-indvdgence of those who felt that they were 
rich. Slie j;ays in her self gn.tulation, .1 sit a Queen and am no 
widow," " and shall see no sorrow;" and iherefore, like all who 
cultivate only self-indulgence, she concludes that it is her privilege 
to grow rici), and to use her riv?hes in delicious living ; and to do so 
too, by trading in the bodies and souls of men. '^Phe divine teacher 
in this chaj)ter is speaking of Babylon, which in the next preceding 
chapter was rei)re^ented as a women sitting on a scarlet colored 
beast, full of nanies of blasjdieiAy, and the women was arrayed in 
pur[)le and scarlet color, and deckci! with gold, and precious 
stones , having a golden cup in her hand , full of abomi- 
nations and iilihiness of her lornicdion." And after describing 
her more partic darlv, he savs : the woman which thou sawest is 
that i^reat citv, Avhicli rcliincth over the Kimjrs of the Earth. This 
could alone apply to Konie, forno city then, nor since, has so much 
reigned over thekingK of the earth as slio then did, in secular affairs ; 
and since then, she has borne full as great sway in spiritual mat- 
tors. We see that this dominion sought for great riches, for the pur- 
](ose of self-indulg(MU'C, and she was by no means scru})ulous about 
the articles in which she sought to acquire her riches. This will be 
abundantly plain when we consider, that she made merchandise of 
the bodies ami souls of men. A traffic in the souls of men may be 
carried on when mow are deluded and led to i)elieve falsehoods. Yet 
when men are directly sold as beasts, and articles of merchandise, 
and are treated as beasts, as must l)e done where such traffic is much 
carried on, then they who carry on such business, do most emphati- 
cally trade, both in the bodies and souls of men. Trading in the bodi- 
es and souls of men, is, perhaps, the most enriching trade that was ev- 
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er conducted. ThiH, myhticftl Babylon Uing very «kilfull to pcrceit<f' 
what articles of trade would soonest increa«ic her riches, used for her 
benefit. It is computed that a slave on the African coast, or in an> 
African market, will rost on an average one dollar. They have been' 
purchased for less, and their cost on the passage from Africa to this 
country, can, from the manner thoy arc kept, cost very little. Per- 
haps no more usually, than ten dollars per head, and when here, ono- 
will sell for several hundred. The traffic then must be very enriching 
to the first purchaser, and when slave breeders raise them here, they 
certainly cannot from the manner they are kept, cost them much, and 
Ihey sell from a few hundred to a few thousand dollars. So that slavw 
trading and slave breeding arc among the most enriching of all kinds 
of trade. We charge the African slave trade directly upon the Pope 
of Rome. The Pope, as the disposer of the whole world, who has' 
t]\(i right to depose and set up Kings, and give any portion of it to' 
whom he pleat^ed ; he gave Africa to Spain and Portugal, as his two 
most faithful subjects, and gave them license to carry the inhabitants 
into slavery. This was done '.rhen the continent of America was dis- 
covered, and hands might be employed here, to ciiHivatc the soil. — 
Then this business commenced of transporting slaves to America. 
Spain engaged with England to furnish for her colonics forty thou- 
sand slaves annually, for a number of years. Our object is not to 
dwell on' the horrors of the African slave trade, but to show what it 
is here in this day, and compare it with the servitude in other ages 
and countries of the world. I^et us now go back and begin with 
what is called the slavery of antiquity. Some will tcH us that sla- 
very has always e\'isted. They must mean by this that it has exist- 
ed as long as man has been i:t this world, and then, if they mean sla- 
very, such as American' slavery, they cannot utter a more direct hys- 
terical falsehood. If thcfie di^gmatists know what they mean and 
they will tell us that service has been rendered from one intelligent 
hieing to another, as long as such being has existed, then we will give 
them credit for tGllinor the truth. And we sav farther that'in Heaven itself 
there is service rendered by all from one to another. On earth it has been 
and must always bo so. Creatures arc all made to serve for one an- 
other. Slavery, however, is a ditfcrent thing, ami especially such sla- 
very as we find in these States of our Union. 

There is no history extant that even mentions a word of servants 
*till we come down to the time of Abraham; and as historians, we 
cannot assert that a custom existed of which history is- entirely silent. 
Abraham lived two thousand years after the creation of man. So- 
that on:»';hird of the present age of the world of mankind had passed 
away, and yet no mention is made even of servants, except in the 
prophecy of Noah. Servants had no existence in the world 'till the 
time of Abraham, if history proves anything. In those ancient times 
men served themselves, lint what was the servitmle that was first no- 
ted on the page of history ? It surely was not anything like the sla- 
very we now see amongst us, or in neighboring States. J he occasion 
which led to the mention of servants was the following : Several 
Kings from the £a§t had made war upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
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dthert with them ; and had overcome the Sodomites nnd those con- 
feHerAted with them, And had rvvnged their country. They took all 
th« goods of Sodom and Oomorrah, nnd their victi^als, a-rid went their 
way. They took Lot, Abralinnv's brother's son, wlio dwelt in Sod- 
om, his goods, and departed. And tlieir eanio one tliat had escaped, 
and toKl Abraham. And when Abraham lieard that his brother was 
taken captive ; he armoil his trained servants born in liis own house , 
three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. He divided 
l\imsclf against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, 
and pursued them unto Hobab. He brought back all the goods, and 
also brought again his brother's Lot. and his goods, the v» omen, also, 
and the people. There is nothing inthi« piece t«t histoiy that will pro^e 
that these servants were the property of Abraham. Their service nuiM 
have been voluntary, or they woidd not have been armed and put in 
power to throw otf their master's yoke. ()})pressors never trust arms 
iu the hartds of the oppressed, or they would assert their liberty. — 
This has alwavsbeen so, in ancient as well as modern times, it is 
certain, forced service could not be continued if servants were armed; 
unless they were guarded by a force superior to themselves. The King 
of Egyyt would keep down t'ne spirit of the Israelites by hard service 
in brick and mortar, so that they might not attempt to get out of the 
land. He knew very well that they considered Canaan to be their in- 
Ivcritance, and that if they were triiined to aims ihcy would not con- 
tinue in Egyptian bondage. 80 the Spartans had their servants to do 
their common labors, and the citizens bore arms, ^iv wh.at nation 
has it not be n so ? Armies are either mcdeuj^ of citizens, or liire- 
lings, not forced slaves, so thisaimr of Abraham. They were not 
slaves. Servant, may be taken from one who dedicates liimself tc> 
the service of .another, by the choice of his own will. Thus, Joshua' 
was the servant of Mo^es, Elisha of Elijah, (ihehazi of Elisha, 
and the Apostles of Christ. Servant put lor the subjects of a 
Prince, as the servants of Pharaoh, the servants of Saul, of David, of 
Solomon, <kc. It is diflicult to determine exactly what relation these 
servants s'oodi'n to Abral am. Yet it iscci tain they were not chattel 
slaves. In those times of patriarchial government, smaller families 
would voluntarily connect themselves with the household of the more 
powerful, for protection against the impositions of the lawless, and 
oppressive, who ravaged the country, and took away the goods, aud 
moveables of their neighbors, without any restraint, but a more pow- 
erful arm, or combination* than their own. This was the condition of the 
world in the time of Abraham, and it is altogether in order to conclude 
that these had become attached to the household of this eminent Pa- 
triarch, on that principle. And he may have employed many to at- 
tend to his business. For wo are told that Abraham was very rich in 
cattle, in silver, and in gold. And this will likewise prove that their 
cervice was not constrained, more than that of children to their pa- 
rents, and that the service was entirely of the same nature. In thfe 
Kame way children may now be taken, who have no parents, or whose 
j^arents neglect them, and train them up to be u.',eful to themselve*- 
lind useful members of the community in which they live. Tha« 
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this view of tlic nature of llio service rendered to Abraluim h correct, 
niav be tiratliered from the l;r,v that God afterwards crave liim for 
tlio regiihition of liis lionseliohl. Tiiis avc iind in tlie seventh of Gen- 
esis. God liad made a covenant Avith Abram, promising him great 
property, clianging liis name from Abram to Abraham, and gave 
him as a seal, or (-(ndirmation of tiiat covenant, tlie right of circnm- 
eision. " God said nnto Abraham, tbis is my covenant, %vhich yo 
sliall keep between nie and yon, and thy seed after tlieo ; eveiy man 
cliihl among you shall be circnmcised ; it shall be a token of the cov- 
enant betwixt me and yon, and he tinit is eight days obi shall be cir- 
cumcised among vou, every man cliild in vonr generations, he that is 
born in the honse or bonght with money of any strant'-er Avhich is 
not of thy seed.'* " lie that is born in thy honse, and he that is 
bought with thy money, must be circumcised, and niy covenant shall 
be ill your llesh for an everlasti ug covenayit ; the nncircnmcised man 
child, whose llesh is not ciix'umcised, that sonl shall be cut off from 
liis people ; he hatii broken my covenant." 

It is evident from this, that slavery, as we see it in onr day,aecord- 
ing to (jod's law, conitl not exisst in the family of Abraham. Those 
whom he ])rocin"ed for servants, or those l.)orJi of such in his honse, 
must be circumcised or they could make no part of bis household ; 
tluy must be cut ofi" : that is, cast out of tlie family, as Jshamael af- 
terwards was, for railing at .Isaac, so that he shonld not be heir with 
the child of promise. The system of servltiule then that God allowed 
Abrahan: to practice was, to take servants into his famiiy, from oth- 
or fanuli(?s- and incorjiorate them as members of his own honsehold. 
If they eonldnotbo indnced to submit to the laws of his honse. they 
conld make no part of his household. They nuistbe cut off, or turn- 
ed away from his family and his scrviee. 

This is all that is implied by being cut off. It was not to destroy 
their lives, nor to seU them to a slave driver, antl chain them to a 
gang, and drive them to a foreign country. Xo, it Avas to let them gO' 
m' to expel them from the household, and to let them go where they 
pleased, "".iliat wiis the servitude which Abraham ^\'as allowed to 
])raetice, and his descendents were not allowed gi'eater latitude. This 
servitude rendered to Abraham, did not posi^ss any i-eseml>lancc of 
American shiA'cry. The same princijde was again acted upon, when 
the passover was instituted, at the time that the Israelites went out 
of Egypt. "The Lord saiil unto Closes and Aaron, t1),is is the ordi- 
mmce of the passover; there shall no stranger eat thereof, but every 
man's sei-vant that is bought for money, when thou hast c'vcumcised. 
him, then shall he eat thereof. Here it is jilain that a servant bought 
with money, was to be an incorporated nuunber of the faniily. A 
foreigner might sojourn among them, or might be hired, and such, as 
long as they rejected circumcision, did not become one of the people, 
but if a man annuig the Israelites bought a servant, that servant must 
submit to all the laws of his house, or be turned away. In thus submit- 
ting, the servant became eligible to all the advantages of all the laws 
of the Israelites, Jhiyiug servants, by Israelites, of their heathen 
neighbors, was virtually j)roselyting them to the service of the true 



God, and incorporato thorn -vvitli His people. Hence "vvo cam see that 
it was not a system of cruelty, and oppression, but of special benevo- 
lence. The term of service of a Hebrew could only be six years. — 
As in Ex. 21. 2. If thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years lie shall 
serve thee ; in the seventli, he shall go free for nothing, and as wo 
have seen in the orignial covenant with Abraham, that thase bought 
of the heatlien should be incorporated with the families of the Israel- 
ites Avho bought them. It therefore follows, that all bought with 
money, according to the provision that God made in his law to Mo- 
ses, could only remain in servitude as long as the Jlebrew, and those 
"VvhoAvould not submit to circumcision could not be retained at all ; 
they could be hired or left to go where they pleased. 

Xhis some may say was giving the refractory and miyielding an 
advantage over the Israelites and those who became proselytes to their 
religion and submitted to their laws, But not so. It w-as esteemed a 
great advantage in the Roman Empire, to be able to say, ''lama 
Roman citizen," It is an advantage in any government, to be a cit- 
zen of that government, though there are hurdeus to bear that are 
not imposed upon strangers. If there are peculiar burdens, there are 
likewise peculiar favors. So it was with the Israelites. Though 
strangers and foreigners, were dealt with in peculiar, kindness, yet 
there were favors for the citizens above what strauQ-ers could eniov. 
There was provision made in the law, that if a servant, when his term 
of service expired wished to stay with his master, he might do so. 
" Then his master shall bring him. unto the judges; he shall j. also- 
bring him raito the door, or unto the door-post, and his master shall 
bore his ear through with an aAvl, and he shall serve him forever."" 
W e see that this service must bo vohmtary, and the servant must 
oven submit to have his ear bored through with an awl, for the privi- 
lege of being such. This seems no great encouragement for choosing 
servitude before freedom, by the law-giver. As to tlie *' term forev- 
er" we shall consider that hereafter. What is said in the command 
to Moses in Lc^■. 25. 44. 45. 4.0. is but a repetition of what was giv- 
en to Abraham as noticed above. Tlie Hebrews Avcre only to be pur- 
chased to help them out of their debts. Such purchases could only 
be accidental. But if they wanted to extend their business, and em- 
ploy more hands, they might purchase thcni^i. of tlie .lieathcn. He 
says, both thy bondsmen and bondsmaids shall be of the heathens 
that are round about you ; of them shall ye buy bondsmen and 
bondsmaids. Moreover of the children of the stramrers , 
that do sojourn among you, of them shall yon buy and of their 
families that are with you, which they beget in your land, and they 
shall be your possession. Ye shall take them for an inheritance for 
your children after you, to inherit them for a possession, and they 
shall be your bondsmen forever." Here, as to Abraham, there was a 
privilege to obta-.i children from the heathen, around tlie Israelites. — 
But subject to the same law that was given ;to Abram.^ |Thoy were 
to be circumcised, and so they virtually became citizens of the nation. 
But they were to be a possession and inheritance of their children. 
Yes, surely as long as their term of servitude lasted,^ and it has 
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Appeared above that it was fixed to six years, )So, but say those ^ho 
have only read the translation, for the time is ever. How can that 
be, if the term forever is to be taken in an unlimited sense ? Master, 
nor servant, can remain in the relations in which thev stand to each 
other for ever, and that relation cannot go beyond this life. So that 
the term cannot absolutely be unlimited. This construction would 
clash with that command given to Ahrahtam. It, however, all har- 
monizes if we got the true meaning of the word rendered forever. 

The word in the Hebrew is olhn, and is construed by the Latin se- 
culurn, the lirst meaning of this is an age. I'he other shades of mea- 
ning have no relation to periods of time. An age is simply a term 
of time fixed by some bounds. The age of man is fixed by hi« 
natural life. The continuance of a year is fixed to the time that it 
takes the earth to make a circuit around the sun. The age of man's 
minority in tiiis country, is iixed by postive law, at twenty one years, 
and so the age of servitude gi^-en to the Israelites was fixed at six 
years. We have already presented Ex. 21. 2. to show that the He- 
"brew serva-nt could only be retained for six years, unless he choose 
to have it otherwise. But as there is something in another place, 
Levit. 25, said about the Hebrew servant going free at the year of 
Jubilee, which was every fiftieth year, it is iaferred that the term of 
f»cjvice coald be extended forty-nine years. This would present a 
contrad«tion in the law, which no consistent law-giver would do, and 
we dare not suppose that infinite knowledge and wisdom could be so 
inconsistent. Six years was the full extent of the term ; beyond tha( 
it could not go. Bat if one was sold into servitude five, four, three, 
two, or one year before the year of jubilee or six months, one month, 
or one day, he was positively to be free when the jubilee trumpet was 
sounded. This wiil reconcile the two contradictory passages. But to 
show how this law was put in practice by the government, we turn to 
Jer. 35. 12. &c. "The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord, saying, this saith the Lord the God of Israel : I made a cov- 
enant with your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of 
the land of Egypt, oat of the house of bondsmen, sqying at the end 
of seven years, let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which 
hath been sold unto thee ; and when be hath served thee six years, 
thou shalt let him go free from thee ; but your fathers barkened not 
unto me, nor inclined their ear. " Here the law is plainly limited to 
six years. The introduction *' at the end of seven years " must iO' 
tend, at the boundary of seven years, or a period of seven years, be» 
ginning or end. Every seventh year was a sabbattical year, or year of 
rest. It is positively stated, "when he hath served, thee six years, 
thou shalt let him go free from thee, " so whatever is meant by tho 
sentence " at the end of seven years," six years was SkW the tirao 
that the service %vas to continue. lo the year of JubilcQ^ all the land 
that had been sold, was to return to the original owners, q^nd men 
who had been sold returned to the possession of themselves. After 
appointing the seventh year as a sabbattical or year of rcst.ths lawgiver 
fiays, Lev. 26. 8. and thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years noto 
;thee ; and the space of seven sabbaths «f years shall be unto thefor^y- 
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uiaoyoars. Then slialt thou eanso the tnimpot of Jubilee to souml on 
tljo toath day of the seventh month. Ve shall haHow the iil- 
tieth year, anil proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto all 
the inhabitants thereof: and ye shall return every man unto his])0^scss- 
ion, and ye shall return every man unto his family.-' 

Every man's possession here was restored, and every servant had 
liberty to return to his family, or u:o where he pleased. This shows us 
vvliat the servitude was, whieh (lod appointed among His own people. 
And we see that it enjoins as complete a system, both of justice and 
benevolence, as can be devised among an association of sucli beings 
as men. 

, If a man was indebted to another and had no means to pay, the 
creditor had no power to iulUet torture upon him, or to injure him in 
any way, but to employ him in Ills service, or for his benelit, in the 
service of another. Tiien he was x')rotected by liumaue law.', while in 
the service ; aad if ho owed ever so much, his service could not be- 
forced beyond the term of six years. If those who refer to the Eiblc 
to justify slavery, would adopt the code of the Bible and practice ac- 
cording! v, all a^'itation about slaverv would cease. The advocates of 
freedom would then see all the freedom, and all the justice, find all the 
humanity which man is capable of, in tliis imperfoet state of his being. 
Then would be seen the force of what Moses said of the law that God 
had given to Israel, Deut. 4, 5. " Behold I have taught you statutes 
and judgments, even as the Lord my God commanded n>e, that ye 
shouhl do so in the land whither ye go to possess il". Keep, therefore, 
and do them ; for this is your wisdom, and your understanding in the 
sight of the nations, which shall hear tliese statutes iin I say sure!}' 
this great nation is a wise and understanding people. For wliat Ui!- 
tion is there so great, wlio hath God so lu'gh unto them, as the Lord 
our God is in all tinngs that we call upon Him for ? And what na- 
tion is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so riglit- 
cous as all this law, which I set before you this day '{ Xov/, before 
going any farther, I would just advise the advocates for slavery, who 
say it is a divins institution, to look at the divine law, and adopt such 
a system of servitude, which is simply to employ the poor and pny 
them for their service, either before it is rendered, or immediately af- 
terwards. If they take in servants, or buy them from abroad, let it, 
be as the Israelites did to make them members of their families, to 
teach them a knowledge of the true God and Jesus Christ whom lie 
hath sent to instruct them in all useful knowledge, and then at t!ie end 
of six years let them go free ; nor then send them empty awny, but 
give them liberally, that they may begin life for tliemselves an<l their 
dependants. Tiien their slavery, if they please to call it so, will be a 
divine institution, and then it will likevv'ise accord with that injunction 
of Jesus Christ, which He says is the sum and substance of the law 
and the prophets, " as ye would that men should do to you, do 
even so to them." And then too, this divine law will appear to stand 
directly in contrast to a custom or practice, or a crime, as it would 
seem, from the manner in which it is presented by divine authorit}^ 
E.^. 21 — IG, Ho that stoaleth a man, audsollcth him, or if he bo found 
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in his liand lio shiill surely be put to death." This stands opposed to 
the divine institutions we have presented ahove. The Divine lieing de- 
nouueoK it as a eapital crime, and cunsetinently it must be a law of Hell, 
instead of a div le law. Let slave-iiolders tnul advocales, then consider 
which of these opposite systems they advocate and support. The servi- 
tude that (iod instituted was not intended to enrich the master at the 
expense of the servant. It was for the mutual benelit of master ond 
servant, but espeeially that good will, kindness, and merey miglit be 
shown to tiie poor. The Israelites often transgressed the just and 
niercifnl law tliat God gave them, and oppressed, instead of protect- 
ing and favoring the })oor. Yet o[tpres.sion was vastly more carried 
on by other n.ations than by them. We sec the Egytians made tho 
Israelites serve -with cruel bondage. The ancient Romans had tho 
power of life and deatli over liieir slaves. Notwithstanding this 
it seems that in all nations, ancient and modern, besides our own, 
sslaves became free and were made citizens, and rose to important sta- 
tions in the nation whjre they were. It was so with Joseph in Egypt, 
and cases have occurred like it in the same country since. It has been 
so in other nations. There have formerly been slaves all over Europe, 
where there are none now to be found, but in Russia ; and the Russian 
serf is not transferable property. Rut that merchandizing in the bod- 
ies and souls of men ascrified to mystical Babylon, lias been carried 
on for the soh^ purpose of enriching and aggrandizing tho trader and 
j)urchaser. Tho body and soul of the slave, were both used as chat- 
thfs, to enrich and administer to tho pleasure of the holder. This 
priiuMple stimulated the mind of the piratical adventurer, who went 
to the coast of the African continent, and there stole all he could of 
these unsuspecting and defenceless inhabitants ; and what he could not 
steul himself, he induced others to steal, for a pittance in toys, rum, 
and tobacco ; or anything for which ho could obtain them. Itgov- 
■'rnetl his conduct on the passage, the horrors of which are indiscrib- 
able. It is this principle which governs the conduct of the master in 
this country toward his slaves. There have been some honoralde ex- 
cej)tions ; and when they have occurred, they always found a way to 
emanci}»at(! their slaves. The love of money, without any regard to 
the well being of the slave, governs the ma>terin his management with 
his slaves, if he can make more money by wearing them out in livo 
years tlum in seven, he takes the course that will finish their term in 
live years. And, if under the ex})eriment of feeding them with cot- 
tim seeds, a number perish, it is but the loss of a few niggers. If 
the jdan should succeed, the gain would be very great, and a few lives 
isacriliced to gain tho information, can well be atforded by one who 
owns hundreds of them. Rut sucli ideas may Aiock many who still 
hold to slavery. But will they keep husband and wife together, and their 
children, or sulTer them to bo sold a])art never to meet again in this 
world ; or, if they do succeed, to pievent such barbarity while they 
live, can they give any assurance that when they are dead, ihey shall 
not be placed upon the auction stand and sold to some cruel monster 
in human shape ? This they cannot prevent, unless they nake them 
free. 
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Keitlier can lioldcrs of slaves prevent the perpetration among thofn 
of vice in general. Tlio fonn<lation is laid in violation of God's 
law, and the rights of their follow men. A poisonous tree ean never 
bear wholesome, fruit. The eoninicncement of t\io- system is a false- 
liood, and a falsehood can only he kept in countenance hy lies. Hence 
the laUc assertions that slavery is a divine i!istItiition,that it is a bless- 
ing to the slave ; that it is according to Bible-teaching ; that a repub- 
lic cannot exist without ; that it has existed as long as man has inhab- 
ited the earth. All these are asserted and all untrue. 

American slavcrv is that which in the law of God is called man-* 
stealing. We have already presented the doom of infinite wisdom 
upon that crime ; that it it is death. This we took from Kx. 21. — IG. 
in Tim. 1 and lOth, "men stealers" are classed with murderers of 
fathers, and murderers of mothers, and the whoh; catalogue of tho 
worst of crimes. But slaveholders will Nay that tlicy did not vSteal 
their shives ; but if that is so, they keep them in the same con- 
dition that tluy were placed by the robbers wlio did steal them. They 
keep them deprived of the rights which God mailo inalienable to all 
men. But they may farther say that their slaves are only the child- 
ren of those stolen in Africa. Well, then what do those who still 
hold them as slaves, when they arrive at the ag(r of maidiood, but 
steal them away from the exercise of those inalienable rights, wliich 
God. has given equally to all men to enjoy ? Th(y might as well 
steal them from Africa, and bring them here into slavery, as to de])rivc 
them of liberty, and fasten perpetual slavery ui)on them, when, born 
here. 

In the latter case, the dcjiriving them of liberty when born here, is as 
virtually men-stealing, as to go to Africa, waylay their., and then by 
superior force, gag and biml them, and bring them here ; and nnder 
the lash, compel them to toil on the plantation, in a slave State, to 
raise tobacco, cotton or cane. Ko so})histry of tho slaveholder, can 
throw from him the odious crime of men-stealing. If he jileads 
that he i?<»t them bv inheritance, that will not free him from the Lruilt 
of holding stolen property, nnless he is arraiiijjing to set them free. 
^Nothing but doing his ntmost to free them, will release hinr from the 
guilt of holding stolen men and women, when any person owns slaves. 
It will not do to say that the owner of the slaves possesses no oth- 
er property, All come nnto the world Ininging nothing with them. 
Thousands live without any pro])erty ; thousands u])on thousands, 
loose all they have, and so are lelt destitute. So that it is no uncom- 
mon thing for people to be deprived of property, at all stages of 
life, and that too, such as have had thousands. Slaveholders would fare 
no worse than thous\ands do, if they should have no projierty after free- 
ing their slave'.. But look at th<' case in the light of justice. If an 
iionest man owed a creditor a large sum of money, and he had only 
enough to pay him, without retaining a cent, and the creditor (lemand- 
od immediate ])ayment ; would he not give up all and be destitute 
himself? He surely would if was an honest man. Manv do this 
and much more, many give u}» all they have and labor for many years 
afterwards to pay just demands against them. 

Is the holder of slaves the only })erson who is to be placed above 
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tlio claims of justice, for fciiv ]\q sliouUl bo -witliout property ? In 
the ])Os.sosHioii ot" all other stolen property, tlio holder gets no syni- 
jnif.hy, from tiie law nor ]tiil)lic oi)inion. ANMiy then should the slave- 
iiolder have this sym[)atiiy ? If sympathy is due to any one, it is 
due to on(i who looses it in the ])urstiit of something nseful and good 
to all men. ]>ut much more to the nnjustly treated, the abused and 
suffering shive. liistead of the slaveholder pleading that he has no 
other })r()perty than the slaves he owns, he ought to inquire how he 
could do justice to them, for their services to him, and then very- 
many of them woul'' not only give liberty to their slaves, but giv'e 
tliem all the property they hav(}, and mnch more if they had it. Wo 
see that slavery a{)ologists have no shadow of justice, as a plea, nn- 
der which to hide themselves. The first of it is nmn stealing, rob- 
berry, and nujusiice accompany it in all its course. It is made plan- 
sible only by lies, and destruction to master and slave, will be tlie fi- 
nal result. An nndue love of riches, and self-indulgence, has given 
rise to the whole iniei'nal fabric. God in his word stamps it with 
the blackest mark of guilt. Death for the stealing, or the holding. 

Slavery is, to all intents, abolished in the Doidaration of Indepen- 
dence, which was laid down as the foundation of our government, and 
not only ours, but all free governments. There is in it, laid down as a 
self-evident truth, that the Creator has endowed all men with inaliena- 
ble rigllt>^, being l)orn equal, to pursue the blessings of life, liberty, ami 
happijiess. This doctrine, they wdio framed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence learned from the Bible, or those who taught Bible truth. — 
it is the doctrine of the Bible. The Constitution maintains tlK3 
same j^rinciple of freedom. 

What the Constitution says about delivering persons to claimants, 
Avho ilee from one State to another, cannot by any forced construc- 
tion of the language, be made to relate to slaves, 'i he Constitution 
is founded upon the principles of justice laid down as a self-evident 
truth in the Declaration, and in the i)rologue to the articles of the 
Constitution, justice to all ; the cultivation of peace, happiness, and 
good will is de(da.red to be the intent of the instrument. Well, if 
the Constitution lays down the general principle of justice and right- 
eousness, can it afterwards admit an article, or sentence that wotdd 
by its own princi[de be wrong ? Xo, that would be impossible, un- 
less the framcrs meant to make fools of themselves, and to play the 
fool with the nation who received it. But they meant neither. ' But 
when men were huvfully held to service, and hj goirig into another 
State, defrauded a claimant, then they were to be elelivered up. — 
Slaves are not lawfully held to service. When the Constitution en- 
joins justice to all men, it docs not say that it is just to steal a man 
and reiluce him to shivery. Xo, if a State shouldniake a law to do 
wrong ; the Constitution does not give a word of countenance to 
sucli a law in any State ; but to the contrary, it demands that all the 
menibers of the government should administer justice, to all within 
their sevei-al bounds. Slavery, by this general principle of the Con- 
stitution, is condemned. But more particularly, the Constitution do- 



iiiHuds of f^Very ^tuldy a I^opiiblu'au Constitution for tlunr State gov- 
ernment. A republic is a government where all tlie inliabitantn take 
a part in the management of elioosing ofiieer.s, and nuikiug laws. 

But slaves take no part in eonduetiug the government of a State ; 
and therefore, a slave State eanuot liave a rejuibliean (Constitution; 
or if they have, they make it nugatory in tlieir practice. But again, 
the Constitution allows every person born in the United States, the 
right of eitizensliip. But by (he nsages of slave States tins right is 
denied to millions. Tiie riglit of habeas corpus is also granted to 
every person by the Constitution. But denied by slavery. 

AV'e sec that slavery outrnij-es tiio law of Cod: the ri^-hts of hu- 
manity ; that it tramples under foot the Constitution, which in its de- 
mands of justice perfectly agrees with the law of God, for it is sub- 
ordinate thereto. It also outrages the law of the land. That law 
as lllackstonc repeatedly says, being in harmony Avith the law of tho 
Bible. What precedent then has slavery for its justification? Noth- 
ing I'rom a civilized nation. It gets its sni>port from the blackest 
barbarians, and from the vilest superstitionifsts and despots,that ever 
cursed the earth. An)erican slaveiy is a creature put in being by that 
mystery of wickedness, ecclesiastical liome, which is mystically call- 
ed Babylon ; which rose from the bottondess pit. and established a 
l)0wer in spiritual and secular Home, more destructive to tile bodies 
and souls of men, than auvthing that bad been done since the days of 
Cuin. The prophet in vision, says, 1 saw three uuclean spirits, like 
frogs come out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of 
the dragon, and out of the false prophet, for they arc the spirits of 
devils, working miracles, which go forih unto the kings of tho earth, 
and of the wdiole world. This is most likely one of those spirits. — 
It proves its rise to be from hell, for it is founded in falsehood, and 
can only do evil. Destruction is it;:- ordy work. 

Such is American slavery, begotten in tlie bottomless pit, In-ought 
forth in Bome, and sent to America, soon after it was discovered by 
Columbus, and we now arc made to feel the bitterness of the curse. 
But, Avhat say the advocates for slavery now, the men who framed 
tiie Declaration and our Constitution, meant to sustain and justify 
slavery thereby. They could not mean that, if they understood tlur 
hxnguage of the Constitution to mean what it says. There is the 
contrary meaning there, and when an instnmient isput into our hands 
to convey to us the meaning of others, we judge of their meaning by 
tlu) language used in the instrument. If we are to give the consti- 
tution a meaning by construction, then opponents of slavery may 
construe it to mean that the masters and slaves must change places, ar; 
the Mamelukes and their masters did^ 'till the masters had served the 
slaves as long as the slaves had served them ; and then, if the mas- 
ters woidd consent to accept freedom, all should be free. AVe only' 
mention this to show how foolish an idea it is to crive a constructive" 
meaning to the constitution. It inust mean wdiat it says, or it is not 
worth as much as blank paper, audit enjoins justice to all, and for- 
bids all oppression. It, therefore, gives no countenance to slavery. — 
But w hat said the men themselves, who framed tite fundamentals tvf 
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our government and roiTcilcHl their livos, tlicir rortuiics, their sacre;! 
liuuors to maintain then ? A vuluniu might be M'ritten shoAving 
their abhorrence of slave;. y in Congress, and out of it, over the wliole 
country, North and Sontli. We (iuott,> ^vhat arc called Darien Ge- 
orgia resolutions from the record of Congress, January, 12, 1775; 
** 'To show the worhl that we are not inlkieiiced by anv contracted or 
interested motives, but a genei'al love for all mankind, of whatever 
climate, language or com[)h3xion, Ave hcrel)y declare our disapproba- 
tion, and abhorrence of the unnatural practice of Slavery in Ameri- 
ca (however the uncultivated state of our conntiy or otlier spe- 
cious arguments may plead for it), a practice founded in injustice, 
and cruelty, highly dangerous to our liberties (as well as onr lives), 
debasing part of our follow creatures below men, and corrupting 
the virtue and morals of the rest ; is laying the basis of that liberty we 
contend for (which we pray the Almighty to contiueto the latest pos- 
terity ) upon a very wrong funndation. We therefore,resolve at all times 
to use our utmost emleavors for the manumission of our slaves in 
this colony, upon the most safe and erpiitable footing for the masters 
tliemselves." This, it will he seen was from the extreme South, and 
such was the sentiment of the whole country, both North and South, 
of tlioss* who were in favor of the revolution. They supported equal 
rights among all men. The Tories who opposed the Revolution, did 
not unite in these exprest;ions,and it^is certain that the most formidable 
opposition to the revolution, came from the slave States. The en- 
actments wliich slaveholders find it necessary to make to sustain tho 
cruel system, would disgrace any barbarians of any country or age. 
From their laws it appears; 1 "The masters may determine the kind, 
and degree, and time of labor, to which the slaves may be subjected. 
tl. The master may supply the slave with such food and clothing only, 
both as to quantity and quality, as he may think proper, or find con- 
venient, o. The master may, at his discretion, inflict any punishment 
npon the person of his slave. 4. Slaves have no legal right to any 
})ropcrty in things, real or personal ; but whatever they may acquire 
belongs in point ;.)!;' law to their masters, 5. The slave, l)eing a person- 
al chattel, is at all times, liable to be sold absolutely, 07 mortagcd, or 
leased, at the will of his master. 6. He may also be sold by process of 
law, for tho satisfaction of tlie debts of the living, or the dtbts of and bo 
quests of a deceased master, at the suit of creditors orlogateoft 7. A slave 
cannot be a party before a tribunal, in any species of action, against 
his master, no matter how atrocious may have been the injury re- 
ceived from him. 8. Slaves cannot redeem themselves, nor obtain a 
change of masters, though cruel treatment have rendered such change 
necessary for their personal safety, 9. Slaves can make no contract. 10. 
Slavery is hereditary and perpetual, 11. A slavo cannot be a witness 
against a white person, either in a civil or criminal cause. 12. He 
cannot be a party in a civil suit. 18. The benefits of education arc with- 
held from the slaves. 14. The means of moral andreligious instructions 
are not granted to the slave; on the contrary, the efforts of the humane 
and charitable to supply these wants, are discoimteuanced by law. 15. 
Submission is required of the slave, not to the will of his master only, 



Init to tliat of all other white persons. IG. The,pcnal codes of .slave- 
holding states bear much more severely upon slaves than npon ^vhite 
persons. 17. Slaves are prosecuted anil tried npon criminal aeensations 
in a manner inconsistent with the rights ofhuuianity. — Strouds Slave 
Laws." 

The existence of snch laws will prove that slavery is not god-like 
or humane ; but completely infernal. But hefj.r what is said of slavery 
by one whom slave advocates say favored it. " Testimony of Thom- 
as Jefferson." The whole commerce b etween master and slave^ is a 
perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, tlie most unremitting 
despotisms on one part, and degrading submission on the other. The 
parent storms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath, puts 
on the same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives loose to his worst of 
passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot 
but be stamped by it with odious peculiarit es. The njan must be a prod- 
igy who can retain his manners and morals undepraved by snch cir- 
cumstances." In view of the injustice of the systenii upon the 
slave, the same philanthropist, exclaimed, " I trcTnble for my coun- 
try when I consider that God is just! and that His justice wiil not 
always sleep 1 " Now compare this system of unearthly cruelty, de.s- 
potism, and injustice, with that wise enactment of the law of G od, 
properly tempered with justice and mercy, and then, "who that is 
governed by reason, can have the hardihood to utter the falsehoad 
that slavery, as it is, in the States of the North American llLion, is 
supported by the Bible ? Only man deluded, and l)!inded by Satan, 
fired by a love of gain, can look upon it without disgust and horror. 
Conquerors can wade through human blood to increase their honor 
and power. And so tliey wdio, Avithont regard to justice, will be rich 
to increase their means of living deliciously, will conilescend to any- 
thing degrading and oppressive to the poor, and unjust, debasing to 
all, to accomplish their end. They will traffic in the bodies and souls 
of their fellow men, degrading their minds and wearing out tlieir bod- 
ies, to increase their gain. Such masters not only degrade their 'slaves, 
but the business they do. They make it disr(»]mtablc to dojwhat man is 
appointed to, by his Creator, " to earn his bread by the sweat of his 
brow^" This appointment of the Creator is degrading to gentlemen. 
It is only fit to bo done by slave>. Gentlemen must have their time 
for amusement, fox hunting, gambling, cock and dog fighting ; and 
night parties, revelries, and drinking brandy with hale good fellows, 
and to perfect their system of honor, if one in conversation with them 
happens to speak in a manner to contradict them, even if Avhat he says 
is true, they must be ready to take his life with the pistol or dirk, or 
loose their own. Such exercises they must keep in readiness promptly 
to accomplish, or they arc noi honorable gentlemen. But useful bu- 
siness, that is degrading, only lit to be done by slaves. Talk of sla- 
very being a divine institution, and taught in the Bible ; when the Bi- 
ble condemns man-stealing and selling him or holding hira in slavery, 
under the penalty of death ! It is the assertion of the wilfully and 
wickedly blind. The sum of all law, according to to the only per- 
fect Law-giver is, " as yc would that men should do to you, do ye 
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oven 80 to them." If slavcholikra would read tlio Bible with a view to 
olny its coinuiiiiKls, slavery would be soon i)Ut awjiy. Tl»u lVd)lc has 
lud to nil the frci'doiii iu Jio world. Eurojje, in obedicnco to tlie IJi- 
has let her slavrs po IVpc, and onr iorefathurs iu obetlienec to the 
Bible, set up a free goveriuueiiL Slaveholding despots are now striving 
togetlK^r to obiiti'ravt! this ^^^ovithuumiI tVoiri tho world. Uut if they do 
HO, let it bekaowu that they aet in violatiou of what the IJiblu enjoins. 



